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Mt Why do the Heathen rage, and the People imagine @ 


— 


vain thing ? | 

2. The Kings of the Earth ſet themſelves, and the Rulers 
take Counſel together againſt the Lord and his Anoin- 
ted; ſaying, _ : 

3. Let us break their Bands aſunder, and caſt their 
Cords from us. 


' 4 He that fitteth in Heaven ſpall laugh, the Lord ſhall 


have them in Derifton. 


5. Then ſhall he ſpeak unto them in his Wrath, and vex 
them in his ſore Diſpleaſure. 


' - 6. Tet have 1 ſet my King upon my holy Hill of Sion. 


; 


, 


F 


T « is a Day of Thankſgiving, a Time of rejoi- 

cing ; not that Bubylon is utterly fallen, but be- 

cauſe two Kings, and their People who have 
committed Fornication with her, are confounded 

in their black and bloody Deſigns. 

When I firſt turn'd my Eyes tothis Pfalm,arid conſider'd 


it as apply'd to our Saviour, I did conceive the Tragedy 


'=Wommitted upon him might guide me in deſcribing that 


of this time ; but T ſoon found, thotugh in ſome Circum- 
ſtances there was a reſemblance, as that the High Prieſt, 
Scribes, Phariſees, and Rulers of the People, laid - and 
cheriſhed the Deſign, and m_ Loyalty and Allegiance 

to 
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to Czſar were pretended to give it_ the greater Counte- 
.nance ; hes were. {c - tar alike, that-the Devil 
had a part in it; perſwading one Diſciple to betray, a- 
nother to deny, and the reſi to abandon him : Yet there 
were other Particulars that did vaſtly differ, as that the 
Fews aimed at a ſingle Perſon, the Plotters of this Day 
at multitudes of People young and old. The Jews car- 
ried theirs_on by a Form of Law, they had their Sanhe- 
drim, C:iarhas, and Pare on their ſide ; but theſe Men 
deſignd to perpetrate their Villainy by Fire, Sword, 
Blood and Cruelty. Again the Jews declare that what 
they did was frem 2 Principle of Fear, Joh. x1. 48. for 
fear the Re»9ans ſhould come and take away their Place 
and Nation, their Religion and Country, they were. for- 
ced (as they thought) to conſpire againſt Jeſus, But 
now the bloody Treaſon at this time was therefore inven- 
red-and harch'd that Men of Remi/h Principles might 
\ have had the opportunity of deſtroying our King, our 
Religion, our Laws, our Liberties, our Lives, our Wives, 
Children, and Country, by introducing Popery and 
Slavery. 
Diſappointed therefore of my firſt Expeation, I con- 
ſider'd the Words with relation to David and his Aﬀairs ; 
and ſo though 1 found many things paralel, -yet notall : 
The Plot agamſt him was very wicked; but this of *our 
Time exceeds it. However ſeeing I cannot be ſo exat 
as I'defir'd, T muſt be content to-go ſo farasI may. The 
Words reat acquaint us with a deſperate Contrivance a- 
gainſt the Crown-and Dignity, the Life and Perſon of 
King David, and alſo they give us an Account of a ſea- 
ſonable and glorious Deliverance. 
In the Pot we are to conſider of Four Particulars, . 

IT. The Perſons contriving, and carrying it. on ; 
Firſt, The Heathen ;. Secondly, The People; Third- 
ly, Kings, Fourthly Rulers. ” ng 
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II. The 
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IL. The diſtin: Parts of every one of, theſe. Firlt, 
The Heathen: raged. Sscondly, The People gan, 
Thirdly, The Kings ſtood up. Fourthly, The Rulers 
took Counſel. 
III, The Perſons againſt whom they plot. The Lord, 
and David his Anojated King. ; 
IV. The End nk Deſign of this Plot. Let us break 
their Bands aſunder, and caſt their Cords from «s. 


In the Deliverance we muſt conſider, 


x. The Succeſs of the Plot. All that theſe imagined 
Was Yain. NS 

2. The Perſon working this Deliverance. He that 
ſitteth in Heaven. | 

3- The Means by which it was wrought. 
| Firſt, 'He laughed at the Conſpirators, and had thega 

Derifion. - . 


in | | 

Secondly, He ſpake unto them \in his Wrath. 

Thirdly, He vexed them in his fore Diſpleaſure. 

Fourthly, He eſtabliſhed his Anointed Tet have 7, &c. 

4+ The Time, then, when, Matters as they thought 
were ripe, and beyond diſappointment. 

1. We begin with the Perſons and their Actions. And 
firſt, the Heathen reged : The Philitznes, Moabires, 
and Edomites were in a great Heat againſt David, un- 
derſtanding fo religious, and Warlike a Prince, a Prince 
that had an undoubted Title, having. married Saw/'s 
Daughter, was come to the Crown, they now deſpaired 
of ever driving 1ſrael out of Canaan ; and therefore they 

—xaged , tumultuabantur, turmatim congregabautur, they 
murmured and gathered together in a grievous Rage and 
Tumult agaialt him; chey. raged bitterly againſt David, 

and //rae['s Succeſs and Proſperity. 
2. The ſecond ſort of Enemies are called the People, 
and their part in. this Plot was they imagined a vain 
| | B 2 thing. 


- 2G e Proteſtant King ProteRed. 
thing. The People, Z. e. David's own Subjefts, who 
ſhould have both known and behaved themſelves better ; 
yet theſe being poiſoned by the Heathen, imagined vain, 
falſe, fooliſh, and wicked things againſt their King, vain 
things ſuch as they had no occaſion for, nor could ex- 
pe any benefit by. I will inſtance in one of theſe vain 
Imaginations, 2/Sam. 2. 8. Abner with a perverſe Tu- 
mult ſet up 1/boſheth SauPs younger Son, who had no 
more Right to the Crown of 7/rae/ than the pretended 
Prince of Wales hath to ours, God having excluded him 
by elefting David ; and this was fooliſh, in that the 
Perſon deſign'd by them for the Throne was too weak and 
unable for Government, and alſo becauſe it was apparent- 
ly contradiQtory to the Order of the King of Kings. 

For when Men have done all they can, it is God that 
putteth down one, and ſetteth up another : it is but la- 
 boeur in vain for the Wit and Power of the World to at- 
rempt the depoſing a King againſt God's Conſent, and 
as fruitleſs it 1s to endeavour the reſtoring one he doth 
not favour. | | 

3. The next fort of Enemies were Perſons of greater 
Eminency and Power, and therefore might hope to ſpeed 
better. Theſe were Kings of the Earth, 'as the Kivgs of 
the Moabires, the Kings of Syria and Edom, and with 
chem join'd the Lords of the Philiftis, and their part 
was to ſtand up againſt David to raiſe an Army and im- 
vade his Country, Reges ad/titerunt. : 

Standing up denotes utmoſt endeavour of an adverſe 
Party, ſtanding in the way as the Angel did againſt Ba- 
laam with a drawn Sword. Theſe Kings faw they could 
not prevent David's Acceſſion to the Crown, and there- 
fore now'they muſter ap their Forces, if poſſible, to take 
it from his Head ; but their ſtanding: up was every whit 
as vain as the Zeathens rage, or the Peoples imagining : 
For read, Pſ/al. 60 8. In a fhort time Moab became David's 
Waſh-pot, and over Pdom he caſt his Shoe ; CO he: 
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reduc'd them to what they deferv'd, namely, a State of 
SubjeQion and Slavery. -- Fo 
4. The next Enemies were the Rulers; fo that David 
was miſerably beſet on all hands, the Heathen accoſt him 
with Rage, his own People with miſchievous Devices, 
his Neighbour-Kings with all their Force and Might, and: 
_ the chief Rulersand Stateſmen,ſomeof hisown,and ſome of 
the Enemy's,with their Counſel labour to enfare him. Ru-- 
lers, Men of Honour, of choice Education, '6f great Parts, 
and in high Places, (ſuch as ſhould have abhorred the 
baſe and mean Thoughts of Treachery) were drawn in-- 
to the Plot againſt King David, ſuch as ſhould have been 
 Skreen to defend the King: againſt all Rage and Inſo-- 
lency of the People, conſulted how to deſtroy him. 
We have thus ſeen the Plotters and their Actions, we. 
come next to ſee, 
Thirdly, Againſt whom this Plot was deviſed ; and 
the Text faith, they raged imagined, ſtood up, and took: 
Counſel againſt-the Lord and his Anointed. 
So that this was ®toueyie, a fighting againſt God. 
Where-ever juſt and righteous Kings are- invaded, God 
eſpouſes their Quarrel. FJezekiah tound it fo as well as: 
David, 2 Kings 19. 27, 28. Senacherib, was thought to 
ſtand up againſt Hezet;ah only, and to rage againſt him; 
but you may there hear what God faid to him, 7 row 
thy rage againſt Me. and becauſe thy rage againſt Me, and 
| thy tumult u come up into mine ears, therefore will 7 put 
mine hook into thy noſe, and my Bridde-in thy lips, and 1 
will turn thee back by the way which:thou cameff, 
: So the War of Moab and Ammon againlt Feohboſhaphat, 
*=<God interpreted a War commenc'd againſt himfelf,. 
2 Chron.20.15. Thus, ſaith the Lord, be not \afraid, for 
the Battle is not yours:but Gods, of 
- You may obſerve it throughout all Ages, ſuch as God's: \- 
gracious Providence places npon Thrones, | his mighty. ' 
Arm doth ever defend and protect. 
't 


Fourthly, 
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| - and Deſign of this Conſpiracy 
- ning; ſtanding up, and taking Counſel ; and we 
find it was, Let us break their bands aſunder, aud caft 
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* Fourthly, The next thing ta-be conſidered, is the End 
, of; this raging, ſ- 


| 


their cords from us. Their Bands and their Cords muſt 


' have reſpe& to the Perſons: preceding, namely, the Lord 


and his Anointed z and by this we may perceive that 
theſe Conſpirators were Perſons of very perverſe. Minds, 


they were impatient if under any Reſtraint from God or 
Man, they rage, ſtand up, and take Counſel againſt any 


that ſhall attempt to. keep them in good order. 
Bands, as it hath to: God," may unply the reli- 
gious Worſhip of the Fews, thoſe Precepts that God had 


given them in Command to obſerve; and then the mean» 
Ing of thoſe Plotters was, they' were refolv'd to extiypate 
the true Religion, they would not be under any Obliga- 


tion to the God of Jſracl, but would continue in their 


-blind and deviliſh Idolatry ; ' and therefore they conſpire 


It is ge to Reaſon, though -not to Practice, that 
Kings Thould ſuffer the Diſpleaſure of their Neighbours 
nod Boole: meerly for upholding God's true Worſhip. ' | 

Let ws caſt-their cords from us. Cords in' Scripture- 
Phraſe Ggnifie Power and Authority, P/al. 129. 4. Ged 
hath cut aſunder the cords of the: wicked; 2.e. hath de- 
ſtroyed all their Tyrannical Power : In this ſence this 
blopdy Contrivance againſt David was to deſtroy all 
Legal Authority, that the longeſt Sword might carry all. 

Cords have another fignification, and proper to the 
Caſe in hand. The Hebrews divided the Land of Ca- 
aan by Lines and Cords, ſetting out thereby every ones 
Portion, -Pſal. 16. 6. The lines are fallen to me- in. pleas 
fant places; fo that this conſidered, the Heathen," the 
People, the Kings and: the Rulers, though they  preten- 
ded-Rage againſt King David only, : yet their chief De- 
Hga was to beat {/rae/ out of Canaan, to root them 7 


this Grg David, becauſe the Defender ot the Faith, 
ran 


; 


fo thas they ſhould bs no more a People; 'Some Kings it 
.ix to be k go'to War upon no other accaunt-* +2 '- 

The 24. part of the Text, is the- Deliverance from 
"this deſperate Plot. - And Wt Hes, 27 Te” 

.1, We may behold the Succeſs of this raging, imagi- 
ning, ſtanding- up,-and - conſulting, it was al 2 Vain 
thing: Ahd what'is /it but vain, falſe, and deceitful for 
| warn to take in hand what they are aſſured God will 

alt ? 

It is true if divers Kings ſtand up againſt one weaker, 
(according to humaneProceedings)they may compel and 
force him to alter and change his Mind fauitably to 
their Will and Pleaſure; but when once God ſhall have 
engaged, when the King of Kings ſhall have ſworn that. 
he will not fail David, not all the Kings, Popes, and 
Grand Seigniors on Earth can conſtrain him to alter the 
-thiog that 4s gone out of his lips: They may dig as deep 
as Hell, and conjure the Devils to their nce;; but 
ſtill he that ſitteth in Heaven will diſappoint them. . 
Pal. 37. 12. The wicked 'plotteth againſt the juſt; and 
gualbeth _ bim with his teeth, He hath whetted his 
teerh, and is ready to devour him, yet he ſhall miſs his - 
Prey ; For Yer. 13. The Lord ſpall laugh at him, for he 
ſeeth that his day is coming. | 

2. The Perſon working this Deliverance. Ze thar- 
fitteth in the Heavens. 

God is deſcribed-as ſitting in the Heavens, not as a 

dlek Being, but as having the advantage to (behold 
wicked Men in their ſecret doings, Pſal. 10. 14. Thou 
haſt ſeen it, for thou behaldeſt miſchief and ſpite to requite 
8 with thy havd. | | 
He that fitteth in Heaven, argueth the Power of God 
that he ruleth over all, and will betoo hard for the Kings 
of the Earth, their Adlicrents and Counſellors. 
3- The means whereby this Deliverance was wrought. . 


. 
Firſt, 
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Firſt, God laughed at the Conſpirators, and had them 
in derifion, he infatuated -their Counſels, and defeated 


all their Purpoſes. x 


Secondly, He alſo ſpake unto them in his wrath. If we 


look into the 6:h. Verſe, we may ſee the Words God 
.did ſpeak unto them; - wiz. Tet have I ſet my King up- 


on my holy Hill of Sion. Speaking,when reterr'd to God, is 


put for doing; for non tam lingu# quam manu loquitur Deus, 


He will ſpeak unto them in his wrath : Such Rebellion 
and bloody Deſigns will kindle God's wrath, and then he 
will affli& ſuch Puniſhments upon them as he is uſed ro 


caſt upon thoſe that rebel againſt him. -  _— 
3. And vex them in his fore Diſpleaſure. Theſe Words 


manifeſting God's Reſolution of upholding his King , 


muſt needs vex them. That was ſo hard a ſaying, whe 


.could bear'it that had evil Will at Sion ? It was certainly 
the greateſt mortification imaginable to theſe Conſpira- 


tors to ſee that the more they ſhook David's Throne the 


faſter it ſhould ſtand. 
Fourthly, The laſt means of the Deliverance was God's 


confirming his former Grant to David, when by his 


Providence he ſo over-ruld all the _ of the Hea- 
anding up of 
the Kings, and the conſulting of the Rulers, that not- 
withſtanding all David fat fait, he reigned a long time - 
in Peace and Proſperity ; and after he had ſettled his 
Kingdom, died in-Peace and Honour. 
4- The fourth Particular relating to the Deliverance, 
was the Time, ſpecified by the Word then; then ſhall he 


ſpeak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his ſore 


Diſpleaſure ; then when they leaſt thought on fuch-.- 
thing, when they were paſt all Fears and Jealouſies, when 
they ſcorn'd all Terms of Accommodation, as preſuming 
upon Succeſs, when they had filled their own,and Neigh- 
bours Cqurts with the vaſt hopes they had pf fubduing 
Iſrael ; then he that ſitterh in Heaven laughed art all. 


There 


4-2 


acceſlary to the black Deſign, either in wiſhing Succeſs, 
ſpeaking too favourably thereof, or otherwiſe concealing 
the Actors of it, I may yet prevail upon them to be 
thankful for this great Mercy ; and I may boldly fay 
theirs is not the leaſt Shere ; for Providence having in- 
C terrupted 


be Popuſh Kings Protefied and Defeated. 9g 

| There is yet the firſt Word of the Text, this muſt be 
regarded alſo, Why 2- The Text is delivered by way of 
Interrogation; and that firſt, to evince the Truth of the 
Matter. David made not Enquiry of what they had 
done, for that was ſufficiently apparent ; but he wanted 
to know, Why > Again, this Why argues his ſurprize at 
the hearing of theſe Deſigns, not knowing what Fault 
of his had thus inflam'd their Rage, arm'd their Hands, 
and employ'd their Heads. And laſtly, Why 2 does up- 
braid them; as if he had ſaid, Why 2 to what purpoſe is 
all this adoe 2 What will you - thereby in the end but 
ſhame and confuſion. Here ſhall break off from David. 

I am apt to think that from what hath been already 
ſpoken, you have ſome inſight into the rebellious Con- 
ſpiracy lately tranſated among us. However our Duty 
this Day being great and neceſſary ; namely, praifing 
and bleſſing the Name of God, for fear you ſhould do 
your Work by halves, | will go through with mine, 
and make the Words applicable to our preſent purpoſe. 

Mercies and Deliverances are. not likely to be rightly 
acknowledged where they are not fully conſidered ; nor 
can our Thankfulneſs be ſuch as it thould, if our eſteem 
and value of the Bleſſing be not ſuch as it ought; it is 
unreaſonable to expe they ſhould magnifie God's Name 
for this wonderful Preſervation of our King and Ring- 
doms, who either know not our Danger, or repine at 
eur Deliverance. I will therefore endeavour to take a- 
way the Excuſe of Ignorance, and I hope that of Preju- 
dice, by giving a particular and faithful relation of the 
whole Matter. I have thoſe farther hopes, that if any 


ane crowded in among you, who: have been any ways 


wo | | TheProteſtan: 
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rerrupted the *perpretation of the intefided TavaFion, ' AC. 
faſſmation, and Maſſacre, they are in s poſſibility of re- 
penting ; for I muſt declare I have rarely, if ever, met 
with Perforis who have murder'd lawful Princes, and 
rurn'd their Kingdoms into Blood, have ever found the 
Grace of Repentarice ; for either when their Heat 
and Fury, their Barbarity and Cruelty is over, the 
Devil takes the advantage of their Guilt, and precipi- 
rates them to Deſpair ; or elſe he breeds in them ſuch a 
Complacency and Delight in what they have done, that 
they rather expet an Angel to condut them 'to an 
heavenly Reward, than one of rhe bottomleſs Pit to hur- 
ry to them to the Place of Torment ; and being thus 
ſecure, they come to a fearful End. 


To proceed : In this Plot we have, 


I. The Heathen, not Phili/tines or Edomites, but 


bloody-minded Papiſts : And becauſe I expe” ſome to 


queſtion upon what account [ call them Heathen, who 
call therhſelves Catholicks, I therefore anſwer, 1 under- 
ſtand n6m7ina to be notamina, Names to be Indications of 
the Nature and Properties of Perſons ; and upon this ac- 
count, it is notoriouſly evident that the Name of Hea- 
then does better accord with theſe Papiſts than that of 
Chriſtian, in thac their Behaviqur is not” fuch as 'heco- 
meth the Goſpel of Chriſt, but tather ' the Cuſtoms of 
ſavage Heathen ; ror do I fee any impropriety in writing 
him moſt Heatheniſh, who would be called moſt Chriſti- 
an, becauſe he bluſhes not to at whar Turks and Infi- 
dels, and the very Heathen would tremble at the tu-” 

ming. h 
And with theſe Heathen we muſt rank ſome Prote- 
fanrs, ſeeing they are fo become by their vilainpus Pra- 
Qiſes: Having thus told you who theſe Heathen are, we 
now confider theirdoings, they raged, arid tumultuouſly 
1793 4 congregated 


' 


-»1ey ſee a probability of 
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congregated againſt the Lord and his Anointed, our 
xcious King Wiliam, who may truly ſay of them in 
Te Words of David, Pjal,/1 16. tv. They eame about 
him like Bees; a proper /teſemblanes, either in reſpedt of 
their number or mahiee-; for beſides the ſeveral thou- 
ſands of them belonging 'to the Hive at home, ten thou- 
fand more were uport the: wing ito! come-ſroty' abrotd. 
Bees for their malice alſo ate theſe Hearhen ; for. 'when 
Bees take pet againſt any thing, they'ſeize-tt with that 
ardent defire -of ' Revenge, that to:ſting others they dt- 
arm and kill thertiſclves: The like have ſome of theſe 
Heather dorie, -havirig moſt juſtly :forfeited their Lives 
in contriving and endeavouring the Aſfadinating His 
Majeſty, There is '6ne Paftticular farther,  wherem [ 
hope to fee theſe'Heathen like David's Bees ; for they 
were. extinCt as the Fire 'atnong the Thorns : So theſe, 
though they rage horribly, and make # great noiſe, ſhall 
be #ble to do no more hurt that: 4 Fire among a few 
Theſe Heathen rage, they hunt and rhutter 'Slanders 
and reviling Speeches againſt the Lord's Anointed, ard 
ſuch as airy adhefe-ro hun, they rage againft "our 
Rehipioh,” ogaitiſt evr 'Proſpetity, *afd*eſpecially' becatſe 
God-hathy raiſed! us up fach's mighty 'Deliverer. * It is 
obſervable that they who have the Plague,” are doubly in- 
teaed in'Mind as well 'as Body, and therefore they uſe 
all:meatisto-derive their Difeaſe to others: Such a Plague: 
is 'Slavery,: thr thee French 'and Frevehify'd Heath 
1re' more troubled at or Liberty than their own” Thral- 
dom 5 and would be thuch eaſter in their! Shackles, could 
erting our Feet into.the ſame 
Stocks ;* and- for this ante: iy"; 2 their Lives unto 
Deaths 91 ad nnd DEntoad od l.figt ga, 
1/2; The Tkeogd rift” of 'onr Divid's Enemies,” from 
which we may praiſe God that He and we are in ſo hope- 

ful a way to be delivered, is the People. 
C2 The 


iz TheProteſtant King Protetted. 


The People, his People, thoſe very People that by their 
own Choice, Laws, and Oaths, as well as God's parti- 
cular Providence, have made, and ownd him their King, 

The People, the People our King hath redeem'd with 
the Price of his Blood, and the Hazard of his Life. 

The People, the Ergli/þ People, the greater Shame, 
ſeeing they have ever till now highly honour d, obey'd, 
greatly lov'd and: rever'd their Wiſe, Good, Juft, Vali- 
ant, and Moderate Princes. 

The People, a People that long ere this had been no 
People had he not been King : yet this People forgets 
David, aad the Dangers he hath expos'd his Sacred Per- 
ſon to for their ſake. 


The People, a People that are naturally impatient of 


Arbitrary Government, yet they imagine wicked and 
cruel things againſt their King that ruleth by Law, and 
with abundance of Prudence and Mercy. 

The People, a People that are very jealous of their Li- 
berty and Privileges, but yet Conſpire with them that 
would enſlave them, againſt that King who hath hitherto 
defended them. 

The People, the E»g/i/p Proteſtants, and ſome of their 
Teachers, who have all proteſted againſt the Idolat 
and Blaſphemy of Reme, and yet now join with Papi 
againſt a true Proteſtant King. 

The People, the People that pretend. greater Venera- 
tion for the Goſpel than the reſt of the World beſide, and 
yet ſome of theſe conſpire with Antichriſt againſt him 
that would preſerve it in its Purity. How odious! how 
abominable | is it for ſuch Profeſlors to join with Rebels 


and Aſlaſlines ! & 


The People imagined vain things againſt David their 
King, againſt his Crown and Dignity, his Life and Per- 
ſon : That. People ſhould imagine Evil agaioſt their own 
Kiog, againſt a King of their own Blood ( for he was Son 


of 


— , 
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Sacrifice to the Devils leſt, they. hurt1them ; but 1 queſte 
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of a Daughter of Exg/and, ) againſt a King of their own 
Religion, a King who is whole and entire in their Intereſt, 
ſeems paſt Belief, had we not ſeen it. 
" Thus David's People dealt with him, x Sam. 23. 1. 
They found him extreamly tender of his.Peoples Suffer- 
ings, and very courageous in repelling the Inſults of their 


Enemies: for he, for their fakes, adventur'd his Life againſt 


the Philiſtines, who were robbing their Threſhing Floors, 
and theſe he routed: now who would have concluded 
otherwiſe, but that aſter ſuch an Inſtance of Love and Va- 
four in their King, the Xei/abztes ſhould have ereted a 
laſting Monument for him in their hearts? For If ſaving 
them, their City, their Lives, their Wives and Children, 
and the Staff of all their Lives, would notoblige a People, 
What would 2? Yet ſome of theſe very People, who the 
other day were almoſt irighted out of their Wits by-the 
Philiſtines, were. no ſaoner, qut of Danger, but they were 
ſor Erving David ſuch another Trick as ſome of the Peo- 


ple wo ve ſerved our King the other day. 7. e, They 
imagined which way to deliver their Deliverer into the 
hands of his bittereſt Enemies. Who would have thought 


* any People could have been guilty: of ſuch Ingratitude ? 


Did we not read it iq.the Word of Truth? x Sam. 23. 12. 
Now if this looks ſo i}! in Jews, with. what Arguments 
will Men excuſe or palliate. the fame thing attempred by 
Chriſtians ? 

It was not long, ſince the Eng/i/þ did that in earneſt to 
our King which, the Men of Macedonia did to St. Paul in 
a Viſion, 4#s.16. 9. They prayed him that he would 
come over and help them ; and behold now ſome of them 
are deviſing how. they. may facrifice their Helper to the 
Rage of Mercileſs Tyrants!. The blind /rdiays arc faid to 


on if theſe Zealots thould have had. any Favour for ſuch 
their Sacrifice: howeve, their-Drink-Offcrings of Blood . 
will 


1% - TY Prireftant King Protefted, 
'will T not offer. - But publifh this not in Gaz}, tell it not 
in Aselor, for ſurely ' the Davghters 'of the Philiftine 
will rejoyce at our: Inpratitute and*Perfidioufnels, a 
will comfort themſelves; expeQting God's Revenging it. 
Farther, We muſt Took ppon theſe People as m Com- 
bination, and in the fare Plot with the Heathen': chey 
laid their Heads together with one Confent againſ{ rhe 
Lord ard'his Anointed.c 17RD rn 
We read Prov. 3-29. Deviſe not Evil 'againft thy Neighs 
bear ;' the Hebrew is, plow not Evil ; wid? indcer, nifng 


Evil-is in many Particulars like Plowing ; for as the Player 
6 


man dotly'thrn up the Ground, ſo do fuck” Sttideiits* 

Miſchief”; they 'turn' tp atl-4nd 'every Cotruptfog that 
lodgeth'intheir Hearts: Again, As'the Plowemadn'tears 
vp all Briars and Thorns, ſo theſe Plotrers of 'Rebelfioh 
cut v6iir'of their way whatſoever = { lett ot hifider/rheit 
witked"''Puypoſes? #8; the®Fear 5 God)” Love'to their 
Kink rid Country,” Pity t6'thtir Poſterity; agd'all Prin 
ciples of Hottot 'and Conlſeienee.* For theſe are '#s' bid as 
Briars in their way. *Laſtly, As the Plow-man,in Hopes'ot 
a berter Crop, turns in his Dithg; 0 do the -— pA 
Miſchief eultivate. all Thahaet' df Conveniencits as" ined 
promote;ripen, anE'&ccompliſh rheif abottfihaIEDeb inks; 
as' $Word, Piſtol, Poiſon, dark 'Plites;; tart w Lands, 
ard Winter Quarters, and what*riot': thus it is'plth 
that they who imagine ſuch Wickedneſs maybe i'r 
plow: © Bur yet Hind 22 Dezr.'ro.' hone aft to p65 With 


- 


an Ox'and an Af topetlier; they are not' rs JO two 
Beaſts of 'differcnt Species in one Yoke; and" yet In! this 


Plow lately going, in the carrying on this Plot, 4&Ox 


and an Aſs were yoked' together,” a Papilt :and'4Þty- 
reſtarit; (and Hilf\rfiey had the Tifbyded: t6/ oe 
e' is dif Y 


$$ et plow. IF "the forts Jeas'd i 


Compariſon; 1aifwer;'1 took ir'for' proper; beerdſe the 
* Seriptate calls tHe” Enkinies bf God's Chorch 'by 'that 
G/ Name 


__ 


- ob 
- 
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Name' 2 P/at.* 157 Ang as for thelitrer,' if he quarrel 
at it; ir is for want of Conſideration; for are nor they 
_ Aſſes that would wiſlingly crouch down between the two- 
intolerable Burdens of Popery and Shvery. | 
-:. We will now examine their vain Imaginations, that we 
mzy undefſtand how great ont Dehverance is, | 
"1. They- Imagined ('but*God be thanked it is but 
4n vain) fo Aſiffnare our King ; I fay, it was in vain 


for they find, and I hope \will 'ever hereafter remember, 


as to believe, that an Ambitious Tyrant, ſuch as King 
£wis, a Man'ef ho Conſcience, and as many good. Prin- 
ciples, would not have the Opportunity of -gratifying his 
awn Ambition, when he ha pekren the Advantage to 
pleaſure the Abdicated Ridg. ' They muſt count us [A for 
Bedlam if ever we be of that opinion. 

4-\ They Imagined further, and'as Vain as any of-the 
| reſt ; which was, That we might be perſwaded a Zealous 
Papifſt Prince "would become a moſt indulgent Nurſing- 
- —-Fazher to Proteſtanes; and'yet fo vain was this ,Povice, 
that we muſt turn Roma#iſty, ard deny our Senſes, before 
we could believe it ; we mult firſt ger what we have 


| —_ CC—Gg 


heard, ſeen and felt. before we-could fo expect. 


s; They 
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5. They had another Imagination, and a vain one ; 
and that was, they did imagine that he who could never 
forget an Injury, was now of a ſudden become Maſter 


of ſo admirable Patience, that he could and would forget 


and forgive (what themſelves ſometimes ſay is unpardon- 
able.) Will not he, think you, that once ſet your Metro- 
polis in Flames to pacifie this Father's Ghoſt, judge leſs 
than an whole Kingdom cannot be a Burne-olle ring ſuff- 
cient to atone for fo long an Abdication ? 

6. Yet, theſe People imagine another vain thing : That 
upen the Reſtoration, the Proteſtant Religion ſhall flauriſh 
as it doth now. And in this Imagination ſome Book-men 
are enſnared ; they dream of nothing leſs than Prebends, 
Deanries, and Biſhopricks ; but they will find, if that 
day ſhould ever come, that they have, Men abroad for 
theſe Places. Had they read the Chronicles -of our Na- 
tion, they would have found 300 /ralians at one time in 
Benefices in this Kingdom, beſides many from other 
Countries. But poor deceived Souls | what dream they 
of, Preferment? Let them hear what the Duke of Medine 
chief General in the Spaniſh Invaſion, faid ; viz. That his 
Sword, wheneer he fag Succeſs, muſt make no Diſtin- 
Qion between Proteſtant and Papiſt, Clergy or Laity. 
But peradventure theſe Men have a ſheet Anchor, by 
which they hope to ride ſafely in the midſt of thoſe ra- 
ging Tempeſts (ſhould they come; ) that is, they will 
turn Papiſts. 1am ſo far from diſputing it, that I believe 
it, provided they -are not ſo already. But this Anchor 
will be too weak to ride out the Storm, for they will 
be told of the great danger of a Relapſe: and for fear of 


ſuch a fad thing, it is the beſt Charity to diſpatch them —= 


while they are 1n ſo good a mind. 


Now who but Aſſes, as I faid, would draw in this 
Plow in fuch vain hopes? 


, 3. The 


- 


B. 


"3. The Third fort of Enemies to our King are the 
Xing of the Earth, and theſe are ſaid to fland up agaialt 
im. ; 6 

Kings of the Earth, viz. Lewis and James, and theſe 
may be called Kings of the Earth very properly, in that 
they are Men of this World, they mind nothing farther 
than Vanity and Ambition, and from them we may be 
farisfy'd that the Devil is an horrid lyar, for he had the 
Impudence to tell our Saviour, That the Kingdoms of the. 
Earth were at his diſpoſal, which had it been more than 
ſham and boaſt, he would certainly long ere this have 
conferr'd theſe Kingdoms upon thoſe Princes, becauſe 
none have fallen down fo baſely, and worſhipp'd him fo 
zealouſly as they have done. What Cities and Towns 


have they. in-their fury made Burnt-Offerings of 2 and 


what Rivers of Blood, have they prodigally ſacrificed 
to = Devils, of Idolatry, Pride, Vain-glory, and 
Luſt. | | 

Theſe Kings have ſet themſelves againſt the Lord and 
againſt his Anointed . Did not Lews ſtand up againſt our 
King When: he ſent a grand Villain call'd Graxw4/ into his 
Camp to ſtab him ; and when onecould not do it in the 


Camp, the other ſtood up as well as his Heart would let 


him, and procured a Kennel of Hell-hotnds to attempt it 
in his, Winter Quarters : How did this become a; War- 
like Prince (as ſome will call him? ) he wanted the 


true Courage to ſtand up againſt him in the Field, bur 


drew up like an Heroe as far as Pen and Ink would carry 
him.. 
Theſe Kings make »ob1/e par fratrum, a pair of ſpecial 


_| Brethren in Iniquity ; how indefatigably have they la- 
"] Þour'd to compaſs the Death of our King ? All true Pro- 
'þ teſlants may truly ſay of them in the words of Facos, 
Gen. 49. 5. inſtruments of Cruelty are in their Habitati- 
ons, Q my Soul come not into their ſecret, unto their Af+ 
ſembly, mine honour be not ou united : Let none that oy 

| d 8 a Soul, 
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them ; let no Chriſtian favour them in Heart, or defend 


'lot.' Þ will briefly ſhew you how theſe Rulers of the 
Romiſh Faith are degenerated rom the 'old 


2 Soul, or but a ſpark of true Honour aſſociate with 


their ungodly Practices with their Tongues. 

' The Fourth ſort of Enemies to our David, according 
to the Text, were Rulers, chief and leading Men, and 
thoſe took Counſel, and laid their Heads together. 

. Among the Jews we read of two ſorts of Rulers, the 
one Rulers of the Sy nagogues in particular Cities, the 
other of the People, and thoſe were the Sanhedrim, 
which cenſifled of the High-Prieſt; Elders, Scribes and 
Phariſees ; Perſons of dificrent Opinions, Orders, De- 
grecs and FunQions; and thus the Plot (the Diſcovery 
whereof we this day moſt thankfully Commemorate) 
was carried on by great Perſonages; and. who knows 
if the- great High-Prie!t- (falſely called his Holineſs) had 
rot his Cuein it ? For few of his Church dare undertake 
a conſiderable Villany without the encouragement of his 
Bleffing: Swords, Daggers and Piſtols, when defign'd' 
apainſt Proteſtant Princes,- never yet wanted-the'Bene- 
dion of that holy Father, and therefore it is very pro- 
bable he did now as he uled to do upon like: occaſions. 

| Gregory theVIIth.was of Counſel,and did hire a Ruffiar 
to murder Henry the IVrth. and engaged in a'muſtitude of 
Treafonable Practices againit Fredrickthe Iſd. King John 
was murdered by a Monk, bur not without the privity of 
Chriſt's Vicar. Henry the VIth. was poyſond by one Ber- 
ward a Friar, but it was by infligation of Clement the Vrh. 
and -it was done in the Sacrament, Well may Prin- 
ces be in danger of Aſſaults in their Winter Quarters: 
when they arenot ſafe-at God's Altar. Time wou'd fail to 
ell whatthey have done toProteſtanr Kings and Queens... . 
for if they did ſuch things ro Emperours and Kings of 
cheir own/Church, to be ſure they accounted nothi 
bad enough fer thoſe - of ours: witneſs this. laſt horri 


Heathen Ro- 
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-mans; King Pyrrhus was at War with Rome, and his 
Phyſician convey'd a Letter to (Caius Fabricius the Ro- 
"max General, wherein he offered ro deſtroy his Maſter it 
Fabricius pleaſed; but in Fabricius was found ſuch a noble 
and generous Mind that he ſent the treaſonable Letter 
back to King Pyrrhus. Now, what: would 'the 'rwo 
Kings, we are ſpeaking of, have given for ſuctr an offer 2 
"Tell me then what good the Romith Religion hath done, 
' or is potlible todo, towards a Reformation of the World, 
when it is plait it hath ſo monſtrouſly corrupted it ? 
- Now to particularize how many, or who of thoſe Ru- 
lers that thus conſpir'd againſt our King are among us, is 
-fnore than I can undertake, we muſt leave it to time: 
"However [ can acquaint you with ſome of their Conſulta- 
tions, which. when you have heard, you will ſee farther 
cauſe to bleſs God' for rhis great Deliverance. 
1. Theſe Rulers, Roman and Proteſtant, French, Iriſh 
and Ergliſh, conſulted the aſperſmg the glorious Name © 
our King. | 7 
Envying the Happineſs they -faw likely to accrew to 
-this Nation under. a Wiſe and Valiant Proteſtant Prince, 
they confulted to prevent and fpoll all, by inſtilling into 
the Ears of the giddy People falſe Reports of their Sove- 
reign, they ſet Men of cunning Wits to write, compoſe, 
and publiſh, Scurrilous Libels and Seditious Pamphlets, 
-and theſe like Birds of Prey flew up/-and down the Land to 
devour theKing's Honour and Goodneſs; inthele they were 
not ſlack to throw Dirt enough, hoping if fome only ſtuck, 
it night do their Work. Thus they charged him with 
prolonging the War, barely to raiſe more Trophies to the 
- Memory of his own Prowefs. Again, they confulted how 
to lay it to-his/Majeſty!s charge, _— weretaxed to be 
bepger'd, and the Dutch favour'd, tO the encreaſe of their 
. Wealth and Riches. It 'is true, the: Dutch are in fome 
conſiderations gainers, but were they not, how ſhould 
they ſubſiſt? and admit®their gains were greater, yet I 
D 2 believe 
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believe few tohave them, would conſent that our Coun- 
ry ſhould be the Seat'of the War.- 

But however, if any become diſaffected upon thoſe 
Clamours, they would be wiſer if' they did a lircle 
bethink themſelves, whether they had by this time a 
Penny their own, had it not been for this prefent Go- 
vernmeat. 

I will yet offer one thing farther to unſting this Slan- 
der, when your Enemies conſulted to ſet you in a rage 
upon this Article, did they ever tell you a word how 
greatly the King had engag'd his Paternal Inheritance for 
our ſakes and the defence of theſe his Kingdoms? 

2. Theſe Rulers took Counſel how they might per- 
ſuade evil-minded Men to clip, and debaſe, and adulte- 
rate the Coyn of the Nation ; they well knew the dread- 
ful Conſequenzes that would enſue thereupon, and 
therefore doubted not but rhat if one among the many, 
(viz. a ſtop to Trade) ſhould take effet, that alone 
were {ufficient to embroyl the Nation, and give them a 
fair opportunity for the Invaſion, Aſlatſination, and Maſ- 
ſacre ; You read this plainly in that, that preciſe time 
was choſen and pitcht upon. 

3- They took Counſel together how to weaken the 


Walls of the Nation; I mean, deſtroy and diſpirit the 


Seamen. | 

Were not they very unkindly dealt 'with in re- 
ſpet of their Meat and Drink * And did not many 
thereupon dye like rotten Sheep ? and are there not ſut- 
ficient numbers whoſe ulcerated Bodies can yet manifeſt 


'- the truth of this cruel Counſel? and yet, which was ano- 
ther inſtance of their conſulting, this barbarous dealing. | - 


with rhe Seamen was ſo cunningly carried, that it was 
faid ro be a juſt conſequence of the Revolution, and that 
wo never be otherwiſe till the Abdicated King was 

or AS 
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Did not others again, conſu't either tg conceal or. elſe 
bring oft the Ators.of this horrid. Yillany, no douvt 
thoſe Rulers toid their Agents as the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees told the Watch, Thar if any thinz came to the Ear 
of. the Government, we will perſuade that, and ſecure you : 
I dare be bold to fav, had chat marter been more exat- 
ly ſcann'd we had never heard of this Invaſion ; bur at 
this the Villains rook Heart, and when they found 
their Abettors ſo powerfull, they reſolv'd ro ſtick at no» 
thing ; for no wonder if 1n this Age we fee Impunity 
produce Impudence. x 

Again, 'Thoſe Rulers conſulted, and it was to cheat 
and defrauJ ſuch as they had not the advantage to ki!l ; 


and this they got by ſo conſulting ; they forc'd many 


poor Sea-men to enter the Enemies Service meerly for 
ſubfiſtence ; nay, the Matter has been fo carried, that 
they whom they feared to kill themſelves, they found 
a way to kill by the hands of others; for it was no 
more than dealing roughly with ſuch French Sea-men 
as they took, brR. they well knew that in a little time 
this would be repay'd to the. Eng/iſs with Intereſt : This 
very Conſultation coſt ſome hundred Lives. | 
4- Having conſulted thus far, and brought. theſe 
things to pals, a little Counſel' was ſufficient to put the 
Nation in a Fermeat ; ſober Men were amaz'd, ordinary 
weil-minded People were. ſorely terrify'd ; and when 
they beheld this, thefe Traytors poited ſome to France, 
with an Embaſly to Court, and draw on the deltrution 
of their King and Country ; others were employ'd to buy 
Arms, and to wheedle what uncthoughtful!, and waning 


\. Perſons they could into the Service; and if ve are not 


miſinform'd, ' two eſpecially of the Aſlaſlines were ready 
to diſpute it with Sword in hand, who ſhould carry that 
acceptable Sacrifice of our King's Heart to the Tyrants 
in France» They had before conſulied to circumvent 


and carry him alive thither ; but ſome, wiſer than the 


relt, 
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- *heir Minds,is likely;yet were their Hearts fo hardned;thar 
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reſt, and better underſtanding the Tempers of their Ma- 


'ſters, approv'd not of that deſign; becauſe they knew, 


as much as thoſe Tyrants coveted King W:/:am's Heart ; 
yet if the living Body muſt come with it, they would 
never be able to' behold ir, bur with as great ConTerna- 
tion as Balthazar did the Hand-writing on the Wall; Z e. 
not only with terror of Mind, but with a panick fear 
upon their Bodies. | 

But one thing I muſt confeſs in this Deſign was re- 
markable; to wit, that one of thoſe haſty Zealots was 
a Player, peradventure a perſon accuſtomed ro'a@ Tra- 

edies : But however, it might be queſtiond if his bold 

aring Heart would not have fail'd him in acting this to: 
the Life ; however, ſurely this is a fair warning, that per- 
ſons may not be ſo encouraged to a and repreſent, leſt 
they may come to it in earneſt at the laſt. 

5. One Point more on which they conſulted, was by 
various Arts and Pretences to draw in crafty Men 
of ſundry Opinions: This was great Policy, and to 
great Ends no doubt ; for having taken thoſe Foxes, 
they ſerv'd them as Sampſon did his, they ty'd them 
together cunningly with Firebrands, to ſet the faireſt 
Fields in Chriſtendom in a blaze. 

6. Tho' they had thus laid their Plot as deep as Hell, 


and, no doubt, had his affiſtance,(whodelighteth ſo much 


in the Children of Difobedience, that. he worketh in their 


Hearts as in a Shop, } yet they had ſome Intervals of 


doubting, ſome Rays of Light did ſometimes force them- 
ſelves into the Minds of theſe dark Workers: As, whar if 
he that ſitteth above in Heaven, would not be perſwa- 


ded by all their Prayers and Proceſfions ſo much'as to a 


neutrahty 2 Or elſe, whar-if ſome of their own ſhould 
grow faint, and ſeriouſly recolletting the fatal Conſe- 


' quences of this intended Aſſaffination and -Maſfacre, 


{ſhould relent and confeſs > That fach thoughts aroſe in 


they 


Vv 


they were not ſufficient to lead them to Repenrance,- but 
only ſer their Wirs upon the renters, to provide Expedi- - 
ents againſt ſuch extremities; and accordingly they 
by coniulting found out this: If unhappily their. Plot 
ſhould be diſcover'd, and any rherein concerned thould be 
apprehended and brought to execution, ſuch-mult be in- 
ſiruted ro ſweeren their Death witch the thous hts of the 
honour and greatneſs of the Undertaking ; and for-their 
Souls they had made an' ample,-proviſion ; for if they 
dy'd in the Roman Communion, they had.Jeſuits of that 
Church ; and if they would rather chuſe to make pro- 
ſeſlion of dying Proteſtants of rhe Church of England ; 
they had alſo Jeſuitical Men:ef.that Church, to Abſolve - 
them : And this, no doubt, hurried on the deſign. But 
as ſerviceable as this 'projet may have been to their 
bloody Cauſe, yet'is it the Wonder of the World, and 
would-be the indelible Scandal of our Church, were it 
not ſure that, 44 are 'not {ſracl, which are of 1ſrael. - Ia 
the. laſt days 'we- were foretold by our Saviour. that 
grievous Wolves ſhould appear in Sheeps-cloathing ; and: 
ſuch thoſe ughappy Genrlemen(that lately fuffer'd) met 
with ; who, inſtead of drawing them ont of the Jaws of 
the Lion, wt is much to be fear'd thruſt them farther 
in: For had not theſe ſuppoſed Friends by a too haſty 
Abſalutionſeaſqup their Mourbs,it is very probable they 
had, upowtheir ingenious Confeſſion, found the ſweerrieſs, 
mildnels, and mercy, of a gracious King, and not have 
dy'd with the burden of Treaſon and Rebellion, of Mur- 
der and Violence upon their Conſciences. | 
- :: But why dottithe World call this Abſolutiont Whete- - 
as: by God's Rule, without Confeflion, there can be no 
Abſolution : 1n plain terms, theſe bold Undertakers ei- 
ther knew not their Duty, or elſe wilfully it: 
FE would not that any ſhould think me tranſported with 
too-much Zeal for the Cauſe, wherein T, and all true Erng- 
liſb-Men are embark'd.; nor yet that 1 am blinded wir 
49 A | ſo 
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{> much Paſſion or Malice as to lay more to the cha rge of 
rhele 1 erfons than what they are verily guilty of, For 
Foſh. 7. x9. Ic is faid to Achan, about to tufter, My Sor, 


grove 1 pray thee, glory to the Lord God of Iſrael, and make 


confeſſion unto him. The Caſe was this tn thort: Achax 
had, contrary to Gods Command, ſecretly ſtoln from 
among rhe Spoil a Wedge of Gold, and a Babyloniſh 
Garment ; he reſted ſecure, believing that no eye had feen 
him; yer God, by Lat, dereted him; and he being 
brought to ſuffer, Joſhua, the Supream Magiſtrate, advi- 
ſes bim ro conteſs his fault ; and that he might the ber- 
ter prevail, he tells him the Effect of his Conſetlion would 
be giving Glory to the God of Iſrael : No Evidence could 
be brought: againſt him, farther than. the Lot thar fell 


upon him, {as tor the things found in his Tent he mighr- 


have pretended, they were his long before, as ſonie'do 
the abundance of Arms now found in their poſſeflion ) 
by. which means ſome lefs acquainted with the Methads 
of Divine Jultice, when. he: was dead, might. ſay,' it was 
meer Malice that occaſion'd the Lotto fail upon Arhas :: 
And therefore it highly became him to make a tull and 
free Confeſlion, that fo the Wiſdom and Juſtice of God 
might be had in greater Reverence and Honour among 
Men. - | £25 


need-all this? who. can think otherwile but that thoſe 
Gentlemen were Men that did really confeſs their Sins to 
God ? It may be ſo, and I hope they did ; yer I muſt 
tell you, if they did confeſs their Defigns and Intentions 
of-Invading the Realm, and Murtherirg the King, a+ Sins; 
nay, if they did confeſs their being privy to this Plot, as: 
a thing that they ought not. to have been : Then, I fay, 
how will you reconcile this Confeſſion with that hypo- 
crilie in their Dying Speech, deliver'd with their. own 
Hands; wherein they are ſo far from conteſſing thoſe as 
Sins, or Crimes, that they rather juſtifie them > This 
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weighs 


Now peradventure ſome may ſay, guor ſam bers what 


weighs with me ſo much, that if I muſt own they had 
the grace to confeſs tro God ; yet I mult ſay, they wanted 
Wir to deliver ſuch Papers ( let who will Pen them ) 
as gives the World ſo juſt cauſe to fear they dy'd impe- 
nitent. 

However, I will admit what their friends did pretend, 
that they did confeſs to God. yet did they not acquit 
themſelves ſo charitably to their Country as in all good 
Conſcience they ought to have done, for read the reit of 
the Verſe, Feſh.9.15. and tell me now what thou haſt 
done; hide. it not from me ; Men under Sentence of 
Condemnation ought ro diſcover to the Magiſtrate the 
Natureand Circumilances of their fact ; for by rhis means 
they bring G/ory to God : For when the guilty acknow- 
ledges their guilt, it abundantly evinces rhe Juſtice of 
the Laws by which they ſufter ; and likewiſe ot the 
Judge, that by thoſe Laws condemned them: This was 
'the caſe with Achan: Foſhua knew what a peeviſh on- 
ſetled Temper the Fews were ol ; how hardly they had 
handled Moſes, and ſeverely reflefted upon his Miniſtra- 
tion of Jultice; and therefore preſſed Achan to conlels, 
that the People might be ſatisfy'd he had Juſtice done him, 
and did deſerve to die: Farther, there was a great Reaſon 
of State, requiring Achans Confeſſion ; and that was 0- 
thers peradventure might have conſpir'd with him; and 
if they by his ſilence eſcap'd, the Wrath of God wouid- 
ſill abide upon the Congregation, notwithſtanding his 
Execution : Therefore in pity, and love to his Country- 
men and Brethren, that he might glorifie God by dying 
in Charity, it became him to conteſs. 

And had not theſe MaletaQtors, lately Executed, the 
ſame thing to conſider 2 how much Blood might they 
have fav'd with a little breath ! They might have extri- 
cated us from the Snares and Traps our Enemies have 
| laid for us, had they not been prompted to that tongue- 


ty'd Departure ; as therfore they knew not what they 
| E did 


26 


did in holding their peace, ſo it is evident the other knew 
not what they ſaid when they took upon them to Ab- 
{ſolve them. 

The ignorance of theſe. Abſolvers is farther apparent 
in this. What did they abſolve? if not all their Sins, 
then what was left unabſoly'd, were ſufficient to hurry 
them from one fire to another ; But if they own they 
abſolv'd them from all ; I anſwer, this makes their 1g- 
norance more plain, for thev knew not all; no, nor 
they whom they abſolv'd : For obſerve, what-ever Blood 
ſhall be ſpilt, what Cruelty and Injuſtice ſhall hereafter 
be committed, which their Confeſſion might have pre- 
vented, muſt without diſpute, be charg'd to their ac- 
count; how then will theſe Abſolvers abſolve them- 
ſelves? unleſs they tell us the truth, that they are Je- 
ſuits in Maſquerade, and only us'd a Priviledge of the 
Church they are lately rurnd to; which is, to fell or 
give a Pardon of Sins before-hand. 

This ſhows their Ignorance : But what if it was not 
ſo much That, as Wilfulneſs, that brought forth this 
 Abſolution 2 I deny not but that rheſe Abſolvers might, 
by vertue of their Ordination, have full Power to pro- 
nounce Abſolution, when fit and requiſite; but yet it is 
too plain, they wanted the Judgment to diſtinguith on 
whom to beſtow it, Prov. 17.15. We are taught, that 
he that juſtifieth the Wicked, zs full as abominable in the 
fraht of God as he that condemneth the Fuſt. 

It is well if they were not inſtigated to this raſhneſs 
from their earneſt deſire, that this accurſed Plot ſhould 
ſtill proceed ; and therefore urged not the Malefactors 
to a full and open Confeſſion, or peradventure Self- 
preſervation was In the caſe, they dared not allow them 
the freedom, for fear their own Doings had been diſco- 
vered; and then, in plain Engliſh, their haſty, unwar- 
rantable, and imperfet Abſolution, was no other than 
xenturing the Souls of their friends to fave their _ 

NECKS. . 
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Seer gp But however, I will here leave them, and pro- 
ceed. | 

7. 'Theſe Rulers and great Men had one Conſultation 
farther ; which was, how to preſerve their credit-in the 
World ; for generally wicked Men, though they. care 
not to be good, yet love to appear ſo; and though they 
are forry at their hearts that they have miſs'd their aims, 
yet by no means would they be thought to have had 
the leaſt hand in a thing of this nature. Therefore at- 
ter long Conſultation, as by our Obſervations it may be 
gather'd, they came to this : That whoſoever thould ugn- 
fortunately be diſcover'd and apprehended, though con- 
demn'd, ſhould never own the fa&t; and for this end it's 
ſaid they had an Oath of Secrecy ; they had found 
that the Engliſh were ſubject to great Credulity ; and 
if Men could die impudently, they were reported to 
die bravely ; and if with the laſt Breath, or by a Paper 
they deny'd the fat, Men would put ſuch confidence 
in the declarations of dying Perſons, as to believe them 
innocent. And by this we may ſee what ſervice the Je- 
ſuits do their Cauſe, by inſtruing their Diſciples in the 
Art of Equivocating ; for they have taught them, that 
whenſoever they ſhall have forgiven them, they are ab- 
ſolutely acquitted, both in the Court of Conſcience and 
the Court of Heaven ; and therefore theſe poor deluded 
Souls, believing this for Goſpel, dare avow upon their 
- Death, as it is the Speech of a Dying Man, as they are 
to anſwer to God, that they are as innocent as the Child 
unborn of the Crime laid to their charge : And by this 
bold and daring Afﬀirmation, and calling God to wit- 
neſs, in the laſt Minutes of Death, ſome poor tender- 
hearted Proteſtants, for want of underſtanding this Jug- 
gle of the Prieſts, are apt to miſtruſt the Juſtice of the 


Nation, and to pity the greateſt MalefaQors, as fearing 
they had hard meaſure dealt to them. 
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And farther they conſulted a general Salvo ; which 
was, Thatthe Principals, v7z. the two Kings ſhould purge 
themſelves by a Manifeſto. fo they did, proteſting again{t 
the Knowledge of ought of this Plot, farther than an In- 
vaſion, which they accounted juſtifiable : If there were 
any ſuch thing as an Aflaſſination, it was owing to ſome 
of our own diſftisfy'd Proteſtants ; but as for the Pa- 
piits, their dying Friend acquits them : See thz horrid 
nature of Treachery and Treaſon. Men will boaſt of 
otter Wickedneſles and declare them ; but this, this ap- 
pears ſo monſtrous ugly in the Eyes of the very Au- 
thors, that they are aſham'd to own it ; but however, 
ſet them Manifeſto it, and ſhift it where they can : 
The Fa& is fo barbarous ,. ſhould they charge it up- 
on the infernal Feind, we ſhould have a Manifeſto from 


thence. 


Time will not permit that I ſhould proceed in every 
particular; I ſhall therefore briefly ſpeak to Two more, 
and fo draw to-a concluſion ; That is, to the End they 
had in this Plot, and to the Manner of their diſappoint- 


ment. 
Their End was the fame with David's Enemies and 
Rebels; Let us break their bands aſunder, and caſt thezr 
cords from us : Their Spleen and Malice was not only 
ro put him down whom God will exalt, but princi- 
pally to difanull all Laws facred and civil: The Laws 
of God were their great Eye-ſore, in that they did ſo 
upbraid their open and groſs Idolatry: Our Religion 
could not juſtifie the Immoralities they indulg'd ; and 
therefore as it is natural for. them that do Evil to hate 
the Light, ſo they took all this pains to extinguith 
our Religion, ' that did ſo plainly diſcover their grand 


Impieties, Diſhoneſty, and Injuſtice. 
ks They 
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They were alſo as much aggriev d at our Cords, at 
the Authority that upheld and maintaind our whol ome, - 
juſt and neceſſary Laws, particularly thote Penal Laws 
again{t theſe turners of the World upſide down. Ano- 
ther there is which they cannot endure, that is, the 
Conſlitution of our Government is ſuch as will not ad- 
mit/ of Arbitrary Power, and none but Princes ſeduced 
to their Church have ever pretended to it. 

The chief End of this Invaſion and Aflaſlination being 
to bring in Popery and Slavery, a blind Religion, and 
a miſerable Servitude ; they counted them their princi- 
pal Enemies that did moſt oppoſe it, which was, the 
King and the Laws: And thererefore that theſe Wretch- 
es might make Havock of the Vineyard they are tor 
ſlaying the Poſleſlor. 


The laſt thing is their Diſappointment. 

I. He that fitteth in Heaven laughed and had them in 
derifon. | 

It is true, they had got a Wheel within a Wheel, 
that. is to ſay, Proteſtant and Papiſt, French, Engliſh 
and /riſh, Men of divers Countries, Opinions, and In- 
tereſts, were engag'd in the ſame Deſign, but God fo 
laughed at this Combination that he took oft their 
Wheels, and their Imaginations and Conſultations could 
not march ſo faſt as to eſcape a DeteRion; and truely 
this wasſo much the Lord's doing, that had they a ſpark 
of Grace left they would acknowledge that the Lord 
feghteth for hs Anointed. 

Ged laugh'd; there is more in this laughter than our 
Enemies dream of, or are willing to believe 3 tor laugh- 
ing is a token of Joy, it being an outward expretlion of 
our inward Content and Satisfaction 3 fo that when we 
fay, God laugh'd in reſpedt to the diſcovery of this pre- 
ſent Plot, we mean, as if God had ſaid, The time is now 
come, 4h! 1 will eaſe me of mine Adverſaries, and. a- 
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| wvenge me of mine Enemies, Iſai. 1.24. Apain, laughing 
| | is an argument of negle&, and thus God laugh'd, that 
: is, he left thoſe Men in the hand of their own Counſels, 
;F and fo they were diſcovered; but God laugh'd at theſe 
[ Confpirators, that is, he hath made us to laugh at them, 
[1 for in Scripture phraſe God is ſaid to do that which he 
| maketh us to do, Rom. 8, 26. The Spirit maketh Inter- 

ceſſon for us, 1. e, The Spirit of God teaTheth and aſ- 
fitteth us in pouring out our Prayers and Interceſſions, 
and we are this day met to praiſe God that we have ex- 
perienc'd the truth of this Interpretation ; for God by 
diſcovering their Black and Deviliſh Deſigns hath fil- 
led our Month with Laughter and our Tongue with 
Joy. - ES 

x He ſpake unto them in his Wrath : What God ſpake 
I told you, namely, what you read v, 6. Tet have 7 ſet 
my King upon my holy Hill of Sion. 

God had at ſundry times ſpake to thoſe Heathen, Peo- 
ple, Kings, and Counſellors, the profeſsd Enemies of 
| our King in a ſoft gentle Voice, and by many gracious 
| Providences and wonderfull Works, declared to the 
World, that it was his Will that our preſent King ſhould 
| ſit upon the Throne and govern theſe Nations ;. but they 
regarded not this, nor would they believe it; but ſeein 
b they have ſtoppd their Ears, like the deaf Adder, and will 

not hear,now God hath ſpoken to'them louder in this Diſ- 
appointment, the effect of his Anger and Wrath toward 
them, God hath both convinc'd and vex'd them, in 
which condition I muſt now leave them, and turn to 
ſuch Inferences as follow upon the Premifes,. the graci- 
ous and wonderfull Deliverance of the King's Majeſty 
and theſe Kingdoms. 
"x. The Kingas Principal in the Deliverance is to be 
{o in the Thankſgiving, 
And bleſſed be our Eyes we fo ſee it, and he hath this 
day call'd us to join with him 1a offering up our hearty 
& E | Praiſe 


decurſus donorum, þ1 ceſſat recurſus gratiarum. God will 
ſtop the Windows of Heaven and reſtrain the golden 
ſhowers of his Bleſſings, if his Anointed, when thus 
wonderfully deliver'd ſhould keep back his Sacrifice of 
Laud and Praiſe. | t 

King David is a Preſident to Kings in Thankfulneſs as 
well as Deliverance, P/al. 116. 12, 13, 14. 7 will take 
the Cup of Salvation and call upon the name of the Lord : 
What ſhall T render unto the Lord for all his benefits to- 
wards me? 1 will take the Cup of Salvation and call upon 
the name of the Lord, I will pay my Vows now in the pre- 
ſence of all his People, precious in the fight of the Lord is 
the death of his Saints. Here David moſt thankfully 
praiſes the Goodneſs of God in that he would not gratifie 
_ Enemies ſo far as to give them leave to take away his 
Lite. 

2. Kings when declar'd Favourites of Heaven by ſig- 
nal Deliverances, thould ſtudy to promote the Honour 
and Glory of that God who did deliver them. 

And in this, King David will dire& them, for after 
the forementioned Deliverance, P/al. 116. v. 16, 17. 
he.profeſles, O Lord, truly I am thy Servant, and the 
Son of thy Handmaid, thou haſt broken my bands, I will 
offer to thee the Sacrifice of Thankſgiving, and will call 
wpon the Name of the Lord ; in our diale& that is, O- 
Lord, I am now; and ought to be more devour, dili- 
gent and zealous in thy Service than formerly, for thou 
haſt ſtrengthened all thy former Obligations by- this. 
freſh one of my wonderfull Deliverance ; thou haſt re- 
deemed my Lite, and therefore the chief buſineſs of my. 
Life muſt be to advance thy Glory and Honour. 

It is the reaſonable Duty of Kings to be zealous for: 
God's Glory, eſpecially when they. have experienced 
how Jealous God is for their Preſervation; and in truth: 


I. now think. it ſeaſonate. to give you one. account of. 
| | the. 
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the late Revolution ; it may be a landing warning not 
only to Kings and Princes, but to perſons in far lower 
ſtarions, Who could expe other than that the Crown 
ſhould tumble from the Head of the late unhappy King, 
for did he not by all ways imaginable diſcountenanceand 
tread under foot the true Worthip of God? Was it any 
more than Juſlice, that ſuch a. Prince as ſhould erect 
"Houſes for Idolatry, ſhould find his own Palace made 
deſolate 2 What wonder was it to ſee the Peoples Hearts 
tiken from fuch a Prince, as had eſtrang d his own from 
God? 

But not the King only, but we and all the Inhabitants 
of the Land, nay, our Poſterity have a ſhare in this gra- 
cious Deliverance. - 

i. Therefore it is our Duty by all true and acceptable 
ways to expreſs our Thankfulneſs, and alſo to leave this 
Deliverance upon Record, that the Ages to come may 
bleſs the Name of God whea they read how wonderfully 
he preſervd us, our Religion, Laws, Lives, Liberties 
and Land from the Enemy that was ſo wrathful, ſo ſub- 
tile, ſo powerlull, ſo cruel, and in a way ſo hopetfull to 
ruine and deſtroy us. WP 

Oh that we had Hearts to praiſe the Name of God as 
we ought, and that we may, hearken unto the Prophet 
David, Pſal. 118. 1. Oh give thanks unto the Lord, for 
he i good, becauſe his Mercy endureth for ever. Had God 
forgotten to be Gracious? had the Fountain of his Love 
been exhauſted? we had certainly periſh'd when deſperate 
Men thus roſe up againſt us. 

V. 2. Let Iſrael now ſay that h:s Mercy endureth for 
ever ; Lctall that are true ſraelites, that are Proteſtants 
in Decd as well as Name, declare and confeſs that God 
is {til Gracious and Mercifull; for though our ſins have 
long cry'd for Judgment againit us, yet our God ſtill ex- 
.erciſes Mercy and Goodnels towards us. 
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3. Let 
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at his Altar, and to miniſter about Holy Things, | praiſe 


the Lord. in his Temple, and make his Name glorious. 
Let them acknowledge, that God's Mercy is everlaſting ; 
- for had their Enemies prevail'd, either they had been dri-- 


ven from, or murdered at the Altars of God. - | _ 

4 Let them now that fear the Lord ſay, that his Mer- 
cy endureth for ever.: Let all that truly fear God, be they 
of what Nation or Language ſoever, be they Proteſtants 


or Papiſts, Church-men or Diſſeaters ; Let all that name 
thernſelves Chriſtians give God the Praife, Honour, 'and; 


Glory belonging to his Name: 


But Thanks are nothing worth if they are only made 
up of Words, and do not effect the Heart with. Piety and 
Devotion ; therefore, | 
2. The next Duty of the Day is, to be fo thankful as 

to endeavour aſter Reformation ; to praiſe God in Holi- 
neſs, that is, by holy Lives and Converſations. - God 
| hath faved you out of the hagd of your Enemies ; do not 
you therefore harbour any of his Enemies in your Hearts: 
it isa great Miſtake, to think that we are delivered to 
continue longer in our Sins : therefore if the right Praiſes 
of God are in your mouths let the two-edged Sword of 
his Word be in your hands to take Vengance of all his 
Enenyies, your Sins and Vices. 

3- Let our Thankfulneſs to God for delivering our 


4. King and us, learn us the Duty of Allegiance. 


Shall God appear ſo wonderfully in the King's Defence 
and ſhall not we take that notice -of it as to dire our 
Love and Aﬀecion where God manifeſts his. Our Rea- 
ſon, our Intereſt, would-caſily confute all diſloyal Prin- 
ciples if we did attend their Teachings; but could they 
not, yet our Religion and Salvation would tell us, it is 
our Duty to Love, Honour, Oy” and Stand by that 


King 
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| z ;Let the Houſe of daron now.fays! that his Mercy! 
endureth for ever. Let all that God-hath called to wait 
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